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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON MEXICAN DRUG CONTROL PROGRAM 
REP: MEXICO 608, MEXICO 574 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS NOT HAD INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE VARGAS 
ARTICLE IN EXCELSIOR. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PRE- 
PARED IN CASE WE DO. DEPARTMENT PREFERS TO REFER SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS TO THE GOM, SINCE ANSWERING SOME WILL LEAD TO 
MORE, AND A VERY SLIPPERY SLOPE. 

2. QUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 

Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THE REPORT THAT THE US PLANS TO USE 
SATELLITES FOR LOCATING MEXICAN POPPY FIELDS AND WILL BEEF 
UP THE NUMBER OF US AGENTS IN MEXICO FROM 22 TO 30 IN THE 
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CAMPAIGN TO CUT OFF THE FLOW OF HEROIN FROM THAT COUNTRY? 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


A. THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED AND OPERATES A 
VERY COMPREHENSIVE DRUG CONTROL PROGRAM. MEXICAN EEFORTS 
TO STOP THE PRODUCTION AND TRAFEICKING IN ILLICIT DRUGS 
ARE A MAJOR PART OF INTERNATIONAL CONTROL EFFORTS. UNDER 
THE 1961 SINGLE NARCOTICS CONVENTION, ALL SIGNATORIES 
AGREED TO EXCHANGE INFORMATION AND COOPERATE IN CONTROL 
EFFORTS. MEXICO AND THE U.S. ARE SIGNATORIES TO THAT 

AGREEMENT, AND WE ARE PLEASED THAT MEXICO HAS A STRONG 
COMMITMENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS. IT GOES WITHOUT 
SAYING THAT IE AND WHEN THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT REQUESTS 
OUR COOPERATION, IT IS IN OUR INTEREST AS WELL TO BE 
AS HELPFUL AS WE CAN BE. HOWEVER, IT IS A MEXICAN PRO- 
GRAM, AND BECAUSE IT IS, I WOULD REFER YOU TO THE 
APPROPRIATE MEXICAN AUTHORITIES FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION. 
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